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Seeing the other side of Iceland

Kent Larus Bjoérnsson
Gardabeer, Iceland

rips to Iceland can be
very exciting — and I
feel people should see

and explore some of the “out of
the way” places to really expe-
rience the country.

Iceland%{
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Volundur Thorbjornsson
1613 614 2122 or

thor@primus.ca

them to visit Iceland.

The Embassy of Iceland in Ottawa sends its greetings

tothereadersof Logberg-Heimskringlaand encourages

Each year thousands of Canadians and United States
Citizens visit Iceland. People to people visits are one
of the surest ways to enhance peace and strengthen
friendly relations between nations. Through first hand
knowledge of foreign lands, misunderstandings are

avoided, horizons widened and prejudice erased.

Information on the work of the Embassy and on

Iceland can be found on the Embassy’s website.

Part One: Must-see

Hofsos and Hoélar,
Skagafjorour in the north of
Iceland. Hofsés is a quaint little
village. It is easy to get around
and the people are very friendly.
The Emigration Center (www.
hofsos.is) is an exceptional
facility, especially for North
Americans of Icelandic decent.
Nearby Holar is a historic site
(www.holar.is). It was estab-
lished as a bishopric over 900
years ago and served the north
of Iceland.

Pingvellir, the Parliament
Plains, Iceland’s only UNES-

|“CERTIFIED,
| GAS

“CERTIFIED
CHIMNEY | | .=

“Is Your Furnace Talking Dirty? Let Us Clean Things Up!”
|  CALLTODAY FOR INFO ON OUR
| EXTENSIVE SERVICES
\

' 376-5204 ARBORG

. TOLL FREE: 1-877-519-7426
Dennis Johnson

e

CO world heritage site. It is not
only a historic place, but also
very beautiful, especially in the
fall.

Jokulsarslon, the gla-
cial lagoon in the southeast.
A unique and exciting spot,
where you take can a boat ride
and sail among small icebergs.
Keep an eye out for seals. The
ice flows with the wind and the
tide so you never know what to
expect.

Stykkishélmur, a beauti-
ful fishing village on the north
of the Snefellsnes peninsula.
I highly recommend taking a
sightseeing cruise of the bay.
You will see some very unique
sights; the tour ends with some
shell fishing and everyone en-
joys the bounty of the sea.

Hvalfjorour, the whale
fjord. A remarkable drive, I al-
ways avoid the tunnel if possi-
ble. Try to spot where the Brit-
ish and American navies used
to be based during the Second
World War. The whaling sta-
tion is along the way — but we
will not touch that political hot
potato.

Kaldidal, a rough ride not
recommended for regular ve-
hicles. It is not very scenic un-
less the weather cooperates.
You journey between numer-
ous glaciers and along this trail
you will have to hunt for some
of the historic sites. Stop often
and look around, do not rush
the trip.

Porsmork, another favou-

rite of mine. A green and lush
valley situated between moun-
tains and glaciers. Spend some
time here to hike and explore
without hurrying.

Gullfoss (The Golden Wa-
terfall). Yes, this is on the Gold-
en Circle, which is the most
well-known tour in Iceland. I
still enjoy seeing it anytime, es-
pecially in winter.

Myvatn, Midge Lake.
Don’t let the name scare you.
This is one of the most interest-
ing areas in Iceland. Astronauts
trained here and there have been
numerous volcanic eruptions in
the area. It is just an awesome
place — please do not plan
on spending only a couple of
hours here. Take time to hike,
wander and even take a dip in
the Blue Lagoon of the north.
Many people make the mistake
of passing through, seeing only
one or two of the sights.

Part Two: Out of the way
and well worth a visit

Eldgja and Ofserafoss,
(on Fjallabak Nyrdra, the “Be-
hind the Mountain” trail) in the
south of Iceland. A bus regu-
larly travels this route in the
summer. To travel on your own
you must use a jeep and not a
regular car. Oferafoss (Impas-
sible Waterfall) is a little hike
from the road but well worth
the walk. There used to be a
natural bridge across the falls,
but it blocked some of the view
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of the waterfall so I would have
to say its collapse did not make
the view any less impressive.

Vestmannaeyjar, the
Westman Islands. This group
of islands to the south of Ice-
land was the site of a couple
spectacular volcanic eruptions.
The island Surtsey was formed
by an undersea eruption from
1963 to 1967; and Heimaey, the
largest and populated island of
the group, was home to another
eruption in 1973. There is still
steam coming from the ground
and even though the town has
been rebuilt the past is not eas-
ily forgotten. A “modern Pom-
peii” is what one of the latest
projects is called.

Fjadrargljafur, a unique
canyon that I just discovered a
couple of years ago. It is just
off Hwy No. 1 on the road to
Laki. It is a beautiful area and
well worth the stop.

Skalafellsjokull, the Jok-
lasel lodge (www.glacierjeeps.
is/joklasel.htm). The road up
to this site is an adventure, and
not for people afraid of heights.
I advise getting a ride with the
super jeeps. It is a little expen-
sive to rent a snowmobile and
play follow-the-leader, but you
seldom get to experience gla-
ciers in such a way, so I say, go
for it!

Borgarfjorour Eystri. The
picturesque mountain ranges
around this area are spectacu-
lar. It is quite out of the way but
worth the effort. Who knows
what you might see — there is
an Alfaborg (EIf City) on the
edge of the village.

Skriduklaustur, a former
monastery and home to one of
Iceland’s most famous writ-
ers, Gunnar Gunnarson (Www.
skriduklaustur.is). It is a histor-
ic site — archaeological exca-
vations are ongoing and some
very interesting artifacts are be-
ing uncovered. The main build-
ing is unique and well worth
a tour. This is a great place to
stop for coffee on the way to
Kérahnjukar.

Karahnjikar, the hydro-
electric development area in the
northeast (www.karahnjukar.
is). Another political hot po-
tato, changing every day. The
reservoir is being filled and will
be full next summer. Because
of the development this area is
opening up as a place to visit. It
has been mainly Icelanders vis-
iting to catch the last glimpses
of what it used to look like. Per-
sonally I think it will be a place
for everyone to visit, a big lake
is being formed and the roads
into the area are great. You
get great views of Snefell and
Herdubreid.

Sanautasel, a farm out in
the middle of nowhere. Some
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150 years ago there was farm-
ing in this area, but all the farms
were abandoned long ago. This
farm has been restored to show
how people lived in the early
1900s. They have fantastic lum-
mur (pancakes).

Sildarminjasafn (Herring
Museum), Siglufjordur, in the
north of Iceland (http://her-
ring.siglo.is). Siglufjordur is
another typical fishing village.
It was very isolated, especially
in the winter when the moun-
tain pass was impassible. Now
they have built a tunnel to the
town so travel is possible year-
round. They are also planning
another tunnel to connect the
town with Eyjafjordur and
Akureyri. This will make for a
nice travel option. The Herring
Museum is very well done and
depicts how the town boomed
in the Herring Years. They
have a Herring Festival and
many other events throughout
the year.

Drangey, the island that
you see in Skagafjordur. There
are organized tours out to the
island and it is really quite
something to see. The bird life
is spectacular. The ascent up
the cliff is not for people who
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are out of shape, like myself, or
afraid of heights. The trail up is
a hodgepodge, ladders, ropes
and stairs. I made it to the top
but have never been so afraid.
I will try it again — but only in
better weather.

Koluglifur, another fantas-
tic gorge, some 2 km long and
25 m deep. It is just off the No.
1 Hwy between Blondués and
Hvammstangi. It is well worth
the detour.

The West Fjords. A num-
ber of places to visit. They
should maybe be mentioned
separately.  Osvor Fishing
Station, between [safjorour
and Bolungarvik, is a restored
fishing camp and depicts fish-
ing practices before the onset
of the larger fishing vessels.
Dynjandi is south of Isafjorour
and is a very beautiful water-
fall. It is actually a group of
waterfalls, eight in total. Latra-
bjarg is a 14 km long sheer cliff
that reaches over 400 m above
the sea. It is the most westerly
point of Iceland and a haven for
birds.

Snzefellsnes has become
more popular with visitors.
Stykkish6lmur is the largest
town on the peninsula. Djupa-
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See icebergs calving from the glacier, in the lagoon at Jokulsarlén — and maybe a seal, too.

Iénsandur is a very interesting
sight. The pebble rocks on the
beach are perfectly rounded.
You will see remnants of a Brit-
ish Trawler that ran aground
there as well as the lifting
stones that were used to gauge
how much of a fisherman you
were. Arnarstapi is a small
fishing village; take the time
to walk out by the harbour and
along the coast. The birdlife and
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Iceland is an island of almost 40,000 square miles, equal to that of
Ohio. Iceland is home to 10,000 waterfalls, 800 hot springs and
23 hours of daylight in the summer. Iceland is Canada’s closest
European neighbour. With a flight time from Minneapolis only a
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Of a population numbering 300,000, more

than half lives in the Greater Reykjavik

Area. The native language is Icelandic but

most Icelanders speak fluent English.
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coastline are beautiful especial-
ly when it is clear and you can
see the glacier, Snafellsjokull,
up above.

I hope that this has given
you an insight into the country
and natural wonders of Ice-
land.

When you are planning
your trip to Iceland, I suggest
seeing the parts of the country

that most visitors do not see.
Come out and enjoy Iceland
and its marvels, you will not
regret it.

Kent  Ldrus  Bjornsson
(www.nordictrails.ca) has lived
in Iceland for a total of eight
yvears. He is a professional
guide, bus driver, amateur pho-
tographer, web master and fre-
quent contributor to L-H.
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Bask in the relaxing waters
of the Blue Lagoon, Iceland’s
most unique and popular
mineral, geothermal outdoor
spa. Retrace the footsteps

| of theVikings at Thingvellir,
the world’s oldest parliament
today. Enjoy shopping at the
hippest and trendiest shops
in Reykjavik and tantalize
your taste buds with some of
the most purely natural food
imaginatively served to delight
the most discerning of diners.
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For travel information : www.lcelandTouristBoard.com

The way life should be!
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